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The deaorablie Brien Hoabon
Chairman

Jolnt Cumsities on Abomic Energy
Fmanlagban, B O,

Imar Jenstor Hesehon:

1 wive received your letter of 31 March 1952, and hawe given it
sl crewlul oonsideration. Your comcern s the contlioued Lucompletenvss
of the evidence with respect to progress of the Soviet in the astomis
field snd sny possilile development f{a the thermo-suslesr field is fully
sad completely shared by us have in the Central Iutelligence Agency. I
can assure you, sud without qualificeiion, thatl ever sinece I have doen
irscior; the Agency, in sccordmnce with policies setsblished by the
Fatlopal Zecurity Councll, hes singled out ajonic enérgy intelligeace
far & usique high priorlty wsecond omly to indlessions of ihe imuivent
oue break of béatlilities, Ve have sade sowme progress. This progress
is not all I could heve hoped. You have suggested elght gueaticns which
in this letter I alsll muaver geverslly with the added suggeoticon thet
in view of the semsitive mature of the mdject matier, & more complete
ansver should be Paraished by as oral briefing vhich wve should be glad
%o set up Tor you perausally, st your coovenlence.

Ax Indlgated sbove, slomic epergy intelligesce has heen singled out
for & unloue Bigh priority. Ye have Cevotsd to this tesk the funde snd
rersonnel vhich we felt could be effectively employved in thls work and
have Imd the Benefit of high lsvel fully clemred technicsl advice from
outside the Apepey. JIo thiz work we have bad the cooperstion snd
within thelr respective competsncies bave dspsnded upon the intelligence
sgenciss of the Slate Depertmect spd of the Armed Services, as well ss
the intelligence staff of the Atomic Energy Towaission,

Une of the more important of the mejor subdivisions of the Agency
is the office devoied t¢ scisntific intelligence, apd this office in
Surn gives top priority ito atomic ensrgy intelligonce. Within this
office sbout twenty people, half of vhom are professicnals, devote theiy
full-time efforte $o research snd smalysie assocleted with Soviet atomic
energy iutelligence. However, of grester significance iz the competence
of the personpel imvolved spd thelr adility to consider and interpret
the volume of ' information relevant to thies fleld of interest.
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It is impossaible to W’k& the aﬂrﬂi expenditure devoied to
atomlic euergy intelligence 83 many persons other than those in the
scientific office, particularly those in the fleld of intelligence
gathering both here io the Agsncy snd in our seversl foreign stations,
devote s conalderable portion of their time to this work, PFurther,
there are many collatersl endeavoras, which I can explein in ss orsl
brieling, vhich sre devoted to soquiring the tools sod the techniques
winich could be made directly applicable to stomic anergy iantelligence
work. At the moment we have slequate aveilable funda 0 underteke say
endesvors ip this field of atomic intellligence vhich we feel could be
nsefully exploited and I will have certsin suggestions to meke orally
with regard to more effective coordiunstion of this work. VWe have, of
course, the problem of securing on & full-time besis sil of the highly
technicsl traioed persons in this field which we would like, but tils
is due in part to the fact that they sre slready engaged oo dirvect work
in the field of production snd hence are not aveilsble on a full-time
baaiz. In general outside clesred copsultants bave been gewerous of their
time and services vhen called upon.

I appreciste the spirit of your letter. It will encourage ell of
us to give sdded effort to this all importent work snd will encoursge
we, if I see any opporivnities of improving the situatios, to consult
further with you &5 to the waye end messs of doing so, .

Paitkiully yours,
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TOP SECRET
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mre Dal 3 Y Information

Thie reply from the DCI to Senator McMahan has
25X1A been prepared by OSI on the basis of your draft,
(returned herewith) and has been approved by

- 0S0s I have reviewed thie revision and

feel it is satisfactory.
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